
Los Osos is a small com-
munity located on Moro 

Bay, a sensitive estuary on the 
California coast near San Luis 
Obispo. Biohabitats helped 
the Los Osos Community 
Services District prepare a 
plan for innovative storm 
water management to address 
fl ooding and groundwater 
contamination problems. The 
plan identifi ed implementa-
tion and funding strategies to 
help the community develop 
solutions in accordance with 
strict standards for coastal 
discharges in California.

Working with the Los Osos 
Community Services District, 
Biohabitats developed a 

community-wide approach 
to storm water management 
that responds to the sensitive 
setting and natural charac-
ter of Los Osos while also 
providing an economical 
system to reduce pollution 
discharges to the Moro Bay 
estuary. Included in the plan 
are guidelines for various 
infi ltration options, wetland 
treatment, sediment traps, 
integrated drainage areas 
and linear park spaces within 
this community of 15,000. 
Biohabitats also designed 
natural wetlands to treat 
stormwater runoff.
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