
Ilchester Road

Be
ec

hw
oo

d 
 R

oa
d

Management Areas

Forest Woodland Stands (1)

Forest Edge Transition - Scrub Shrub (3)

Open Space Recreation Areas (4)

Meadow Edge Transition (5)

Stormwater Management Areas (6)

Residential/ Backyard Habitat (7)

Locust Chapel Woods Final Habitat Management Plan - Figure 2 
Proposed Management Areas
October 23, 2009

Headwater Wetland/
Stream Systems (2)

N

Forest Conservation Easement

300’0’ 150’

Headwater channel

Proposed Nature Trail and Seating Areas

Streams

Native wildlife and habitat are seamlessly integrated  
into a residential community through innovative adaptive 
management planning.

Biohabitats helped 
the Land Design & 

Development, Inc. develop-
ment team prepare a habitat 
management plan for the 
proposed 36-acre Locust 
Chapel community in Ellicott 
City, Maryland. The plan 
brought together components 
of site history and ecology 
which recommends habitat 
management strategies for 20 
acres of open space integrated 
throughout the residential 
community, envisions these 
spaces and their habitats as 
attractive, exciting and im-
portant community assets for 
both wildlife and people. 

The Locust Chapel Woods 
site includes a historic farm-
stead and is bounded on one 
side by a stream system. The 
open space on site includes a 
forest conservation easement 
and open space recreational 
areas, as well as stormwater 
management practices. The 
habitat management plan 
serves as the first of its kind, 
and satisfies the require-
ments of Howard County 
Maryland’s newly initi-
ated Green Neighborhoods 
Program. The plan’s intent 
is to increase the protection 
and creation of native habitat 
areas within development and 
conservation areas of a new, 
planned community. 

Important elements of the 
habitat management plan in-
clude: an assessment of natural 

resources on and adjacent to 
the property; identification of 
existing and potential habitat 
areas to be enhanced; identifi-
cation of potential threats and 
the management techniques 
to minimize them, an outline 
of short- and long-term goals 
for management; and esti-
mated implementation costs. 
Adaptive management plays 
a key role in the successful 
implementation of the plan. It 
provides a framework for deal-
ing with inherent variability 
and changes in natural systems 
and allows for stakeholder-
based management decisions 
that are informed by monitor-
ing and analysis. 
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