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Recognizing the eco-
logical, educational and 

cultural value of a 35-acre 
woodland on its campus 
in Alexandria, Virginia, 
Episcopal High School 
turned to Biohabitats to de-
velop a plan for its protection, 
restoration and full integra-
tion into the campus infra-
structure and community. 

Biohabitats mapped and 
characterized the vegetative 
complex, identified the primary 

ecological drivers and threats 
to the forest, quantified the 
economic functional value of 
the woodland and developed 
a comprehensive management 
plan. Episcopal High School 
subsequently contracted with 
Biohabitats to design and 
construct a mile long, or-
ganic substrate, walking and 
cross-country trail through 
the woodland. Biohabitats also 
created a planting plan for the 
eastern gateway entrance to 
Laird Acres and a windbreak 
planting plan for the western 
forest edge. 

As invasive species were identi-
fied as a major threat to the 
native biodiversity, Episcopal 
High School has contracted 
with Biohabitats to implement 
suppression treatments. A 

phased, selective approach was 
utilized by Biohabitats during 
2007 and 2008 to address the 
invasive plant understory. An 
adaptive monitoring program 
was put in place to assess 
changes in the plant compo-
sition resulting from these 
interventions.

Episcopal High School is cur-
rently evaluating curriculum 
modifications suggested by 
Biohabitats to maximize the 
educational potential associated 
with this unique campus asset.

services

Inventory & Assessments
Planning
Management

The comprehensive management plan is a critical step toward 
reconnecting people with the woodland landscape and integrating 
this natural resource into the campus infrastructure.

800.220.0919
www.biohabitats.com

conservation planning  
ecological restoration
regenerative design

Physiographic Province
Coastal Plain 

Bioregion
Chesapeake
Watershed

Middle Potomac-Anacostia-Occoquan
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