
The Desert Living Center 
(DLC) is a new desert 

living demonstration complex 
on a 185 acre site near down-
town Las Vegas. In an effort 
to obtain a LEED Platinum 
Certification from the U.S. 
Green Builders Council, 
energy and water were impor-
tant design considerations. 
Visitors to the DLC learn 
ways to protect the valu-
able resources of the desert 
environment and the global 
community, while enhancing 
their quality of life. 

Biohabitats designed an on-site 
wastewater treatment and 
reuse system incorporating 
passive treatment technologies 

that are part of the landscape. 
Wastewater from an expected 
600,000 visitors per year is 
treated on-site and then reused 
in subsurface drip irrigation 
systems and water closets. The 
design is intended to reduce 
demand for potable water and 
create additional water for land-
scaping and building uses. The 
Center helps set a precedent in 
the region for sustainability.
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DESERT LIVING CENTER

On-Site Wastewater Treatment and Reuse System 
Las Vegas, Nevada

SOUTHWEST BASIN & RANGE BIOREGION

800.220.0919
www.biohabitats.com

conservation planning  
ecological restoration
regenerative design

Precedent-setting on-site wastewater treatment and reuse system 
reduces demand for potable water.


