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A new master plan will assist Bernheim Arboretum and 
Research Forest in its vision to “be a nationally treasured leader 
in ecological stewardship that inspires the exploration of our deep 
connections with nature.”

Envisioned by its donor, 
philanthropist Isaac 

W. Bernheim, as place where 
all people could find peace, 
understanding, and common 
interest in nature, regardless of 
race, creed, or economic sta-
tus, Bernheim Arboretum and 
Research Forest (Bernheim 
Forest) spans more than 
15,600 acres. Its landscape is 
home to a 600-acre arbore-
tum, 40 miles of hiking trails, 
extensive natural areas, and 
thousands of native plant and 
animal species. Its woodlands, 
prairies, lake, and wetlands 
make up the largest privately-
owned preserved forest in 
Kentucky and the Eastern 
United States.

As a key member of a master 
planning team led by Studio 
Outside, Biohabitats helped 
the Arboretum develop a plan 
to enhance the visitor experi-
ence and enable the facility to 
expand its influence as a leader 
in environmental education, 
eco-tourism, and a habitat stew-
ardship. The plan, which pri-
oritizes potential uses, linkage, 
maintenance, and stewardship 
of the property, also identifies 
additional sources of revenue, 
supports the Bernheim brand, 
and utilizes sustainable and 
regenerative design practices. 

Biohabitats began by assess-
ing the site’s ecological and 
green infrastructure conditions. 
This included an examination 
of the surrounding water-
shed, an evaluation of exist-
ing water infrastructure, and 
the identification of potential 

stormwater retrofit locations, 
with a particular emphasis on 
low impact development best 
management practices and 
opportunities for ecological 
restoration. Biohabitats also 
reviewed Bernheim Forest’s 
Land Management Plan and the 
current Lake Management strat-
egies. With the assessment com-
plete, Biohabitats participated in 
series of planning charrette with 
staff, stakeholders and the team 
to develop a master plan to 
make Bernheim Forest a place 
for generations to experience 
nature in the future.   
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