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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

Facilities Framework Planning Studies
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

Swarthmore College now has a robust framework for an integrated 
approach to ecological and stormwater planning on the campus.
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After analyzing the 
ecological, stormwa-

ter drainage, and landscape 
management conditions of 
the campus of Swarthmore 
College, Biohabitats recom-
mended a variety of sustain-
able site planning solutions to 
incorporate into the College’s 
planning study.  These in-
cluded enhancing the land-
scape with more native plant 
species to better connect it 
with the neighboring Crum 
Woods property and convert-
ing underutilized turf areas 
to native vegetation, rain 
gardens, edible/agricultural 
gardens, and gathering areas. 

The suggestions present new 
opportunities to integrate the 
environmental context of the 
campus into the academic 
experience and curriculum. 

Biohabitats’ analysis of the 
campus further revealed that 
turf conversion and further 
implementation of stormwater 
management practices would 
lower the carbon footprint as-
sociated with mowing, lessen 
irrigation needs, and reduce 
overall maintenance efforts, 
while providing numerous 
environmental benefi ts. To 
alleviate fl ooding in nuisance 
areas and fi lter stormwater 
draining into Crum Creek, on  
the western edge of the cam-
pus, Biohabitats suggested a 
multilevel stormwater manage-
ment approach utilizing curb 
extensions along fl ood-prone 
roads to divert and fi lter water 
through vegetated swales, 
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bioretention in and around 
parking lots, permeable pav-
ing in parking lots, and rain 
gardens integrated throughout 
the campus.  

In several eroded tributaries 
to Crum Creek Biohabitats 
suggested the inclusion of re-
generative stormwater convey-
ance practices that help slow 
and fi lter water draining to the 
creek. Enhancing native veg-
etation throughout the campus 
and establishing vegetative 
connections with the College’s 
Crum Woods and Crum Creek 
corridor will not only improve 
water quality and wildlife 
habitat, but also enhance rec-
reation opportunities.
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