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B iohabitats, along with
joint venture partners, is
working with New York City
Department of Environmental
Protection to implement a vari-
ety of stormwater best manage-
ment practices throughout the
City. The pilots involve retrofit-
ting buildings, paved areas, and
parking lots to demonstrate

the effectiveness of green
infrastructure for slowing and
reducing stormwater runoff
that enters the combined sewer
system. The pilots are also
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Available urban space is creatively converted into

“green infrastructure” that manages stornmater, provides
attractive public spaces, and teaches people how rainfall

affects local water quality.

being designed to treat storm-
water before it enters the sewer
system, provide more pervious
surfaces, improve drainage,
improve habitat, and reduce
heat island effects.

The pilot sites are being
monitored to document their
effectiveness. The results are
providing specific informa-
tion about feasible inflow/
outflow rates, water quality
treatment potential and the
overall cost effectiveness of
green infrastructure given
New York City’s climatic and
environmental conditions.
The monitoring data is being
used to develop effective

green infrastructure designs
and implementation strategies
that can provide stormwater
benefits, reduce urban heat
island effects, and improve
urban wildlife habitat and
neighborhood aesthetics.
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