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Souh Meadow Lake
Resoration - Design/Build

Phiadelphia, Pennsylvania

As parof an on-going!ort to ecologicallyestoredegraded landscapes
within the City of Riladelphia Farmount Rrk Sygem, the Natural
Lands Rstoration and rizironmentaEdication Fogam (NLREEP)
targeted @&ith Meadowlake. Ower the past 50emrs, the éshwater
lake had beeershaped,li@l, and armad to facilitate its conversion to
a swimming pool. In fact, the bottom had been liitedcencrete to
provide a hal bottom suiace. Whatvas once a fully functioning 6eacr
lacustrine ecosystem had kgstematicaljmveted to a neighborhood
swimming facility

Reognizing the ecological and historical sigmi® of Suth Meadow
Lake, NLREEP selecteidtiabitats in ®esgn-Buildcapacityo restore
Souh MeadowlLake to a fully functioning latuee ecostem. Qi
resoration apach begarytassessing thistbrical condibn of the lake
prior to modi®dions and examining cent ecological, tyologicahnd
morphological conditionsrdfm there,we developedoncept drawings
and a ®al design and construction package suitable for permitting.

Ecdogical estoration initiat®s includedemovinghe concrete bottom,
T recontouring the lakbottom and shefine, estoring the laklittoral
zore by amending soils amVegetatingith native fleshwatemash
species. A pedestrian trail alongintgpetivesigns wredesigned and
installed to vide the neighborhoasith pass& and dive recedion
opportunities.

Ushg Design-Build, the project was
implemented for a fraction of the anticipated
budget and in ! the time it was scheduled to
take. Vith the cost savings NLREEP was able
to add additional park imypeoents.
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