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| Raccoon Creek

Steam andetland Mitigation Bank
Mitchell County, Georgia

Abaut twenty years ago, a beautiful, meandering creek in southern
1 Geagia sukred the ravages of being strippedsaénse swamp
hardwoodhabitat when it was cartedo a bare straightened channel

so that cotton could beogvn on the surrounding land.i@habitats

was retained by the GeorgigpRrtmenof Transpatation (GDOT)

to design theestoration of Raccoonrégekard its surounding
wetands.

"e 770ace site includes apprimately 3.5 miles of channetiz
straightened streams and 120 acres of degedidedisy " eprimary
approachor the site design is three-fold: 1)estarethe natural
geomorphology of the stream channels; ®storeghe wetland
hydmwlogy to the @anes of drained hydric soil; and 3)et@stablish
nativewetand and riparian vegetation on the site. A naafyehce
site’featuring an undisturbed stream channel atidnis vided a
model for the restoration desigiohRbitats also deleped atBeam
and Wetland Mitigation Bnking hstrument{MBI) for appovd by
the federal regulatory agencies

By developing three alternatigenceptual designs along with
cost estimates and calculations of possdédéscgenerated for
each alternative, Biohabitats was ableotaderGDOT with the
most cost-eddive design alternative that would generate the most
mitigation credits. At the same time, #&taration mject has set
the stage for the return of a very valuable ecosystem.

li s restoration project has set the stage for
4 miles of stream restoration and 100 acres o
bottomland hardwood wetlands.
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