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Oaklihurst/Otter Geek

Stream Restoration
Middletowdownship, Pennsylvania

Re#dents in the Oaklihurst section of thédtletown Township
in Bucks CountyRennsylvania habeen hard hit byoodng over
the years. In 1996, township supsors identi@l Oaklihurst as
a priority for ‘ood remediation and okials vereable to obtain a
$1.2 million Gowing Greerer Gant from the state.idhabitats was
solicited b the tavnship engineer to ddop a stam estoration
plan to accompany otheood cantrol measurescluding a large
stormwater detention basin and sevemwalls.

Biohabitats assessed the existing degraded stream to ideatify acti
geomorphic processes and develop aropaippe estoration
approach. " e natural channel design was based jointly on the
collection of eferencaeah data, selection of a geomorphically
appropiate discharge, and sizing and shaping of the channel based o
geomorphic principles. &design allows the channelbwhicasw
formerly channelized between homesbtoebgeandered through

the adjacent park area. A broad ripania@was established along the
streamwith pocket wetlands along thevneodlain. Bohabitats

4 conducted constction vesight of the stlam estoration pdion

of the project to einforce propecastruction techniques and
troubleshoot any obstacles encountered.

le Oaklihurst/Otterr€ekstream restoration
impravedchannel- oodplain function and
aestheticsbwhile also reducing the risk of
~ooding in Middleten Towrship.
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