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Biohabitats provided landscape architectural and ecological design 
services to the team of Moule + Polyzoides, Architects and Urbanists in 
collaboration with the Folsom Group in a 50-year Master Plan for New 
College, on the shores of Sarasota Bay in Sarasota, Florida.

Most campus plans determine building, parking, and circulation 
locations ® rst and then ªengineerº the utility infrastructure and landscape 
around them. ! e New College Master Plan, takes a di" erent tact by 
deciphering the historical ecological patterns of the site and making them 
generative components in determining the future of the campus. For 
example, the Master Plan reestablishes the site's drainage patterns in its 
stormwater drainage and uses it as a catalytic device in determining the 
formal development of the Master Plan, proposing a series of stormwater 
ªgardensº that both clean street runo"  and add structure to the campus. 

Additionally, the Master Plan regenerates the college's Sarasota Bay 
frontage through a greenway/pedestrian path that accomplishes 
ecological restoration of a tidal fringe marsh and mangrove habitat 
while simultaneously linking four historically signi® cant architectural 
gems into a coherent story. And ® nally, the Master Plan integrates the 
historical bayfront with the central campus through the orchestrated 
design of two reciprocal landscape types: native woodland and canopied 
lawn. Both kinds of spaces will greatly increase habitat opportunities for 
area fauna and educational and recreational opportunities for the New 
College community.

! e  New College Master Plan was accomplished through unprecedented 
stakeholder participation, including New College students, faculty, 
administrators as well as adjacent neighborhood residents and institutions 
like the Ringling Museum and Sarasota Airport.
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New College's Master Plan envisions the landscape 
as a diverse collection of landscapes that are both 
ecologically regenerative and experientially rich.


