project profite: €eologicedtoration

Muckalee Creek

Wetland and Stream Mitigation Bank
Sunter County, Georgia

li s 400 a@ deep woods southeredggia wtlands adjacent to
T Muckalee @ekhal undergone massive ditching oteotto drain it

for silvicultural use. Huge bottomland hardwoods had bee clear
from partof the site and pines planted in their placechallenge
was to estoreghe wetland hjrologyand \egetation to set tlstage

for nature to recreate the complex wetland ecosystem.

le design apach emulated theferencevetand ecosystem.
main strategy for restoring wetlandrblpgywas to everse the
e"ect of the 6 miles of drainage ditching system watestin the

o Sl late 198@. ! emain strategy for restoringtiand egetation was
s i to clear all planted pineres andeplant all clead nnes and all
R MR m—e graded &as. ! egraded areas includée®ditches,amoed obad

S beds and the remeddike area.

Biohabitats dealoped at&amand Wetland Mtigation Banking
Ingrumentto be appyvel by the federakgulatoryagencies.yB
developing three alternatigenceptual designs along with cost
estimates and calculations of possibliit€rgenerated for each
alternativeBiohabitats was able tmpide the Georgia&partment

of Transpaiation with the most cost-etive design alternagv
which would generate the most mitigation credits.

Over 397 acres of previously drained
wetands will now be restored to a forested
wetand supporting a bottomland hardwood
swamp.
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