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Little Gunpowder Falls 
Watershed Management Plan
Baltimore County, Maryland

Just over 57 square miles in size, approximately 23 miles in length 
and supporting over 153 miles of tributaries, the Little Gunpowder 
Falls watershed is located along the eastern edge of Baltimore County, 
Maryland.  Spanning both rural and urban land uses, the river 
eventually makes it way to the Chesapeake Bay as it empties into the 
Gunpowder River estuary.

To satisfy federal mandates under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System  (NPDES), the Baltimore County Department 
of Environmental Protection and Resource Management turned to 
Biohabitats to prepare a comprehensive water quality management 
plan for the Little Gunpowder Falls Watershed.

! e  two year study identi® ed and evaluated non-point source 
stormwater pollution and stream degradation; determining 
management measures for the reduction of non-point source pollution 
and re-establishment of stream stability; and providing a watershed 
restoration framework for the County's Capital Improvement 
Program.  Using a watershed conservation and restoration framework, 
Biohabitats developed a management plan that not only meets the 
NPDES obligations, but also provides the County with a blueprint 
for balancing future growth and ecological health.  

Each of the 16 subwatersheds of the Little 
Gunpowder Falls have clear and concise action 
plans that map out a comprehensive strategy for 
protecting, restoring and managing water quality.   
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