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Lake County is leading the way in Northeast 
Ohio to ensure that future land development 
activities have minimal impact on the rivers and 
streams that feed Lake Erie.  

Lake County
Stormwater Quality Best 
Management Practice Manual, 
Bioretention Section
Lake County, Ohio

Lake County, one of the ® rst counties in Northeast Ohio to have 
established a Stormwater Management Department, retained 
Biohabitats to assist them with the development of a Stormwater 
Best Management Practices Manual for land development activities 
within the county.  Biohabitats ® rst task was to develop and 
organize an overall framework for the manual, including sections 
on water quality best management practices speci® cally applicable 
to Northeast Ohio's physiographic setting.  Biohabitats overall 
approach for developing the framework for the manual was to 
collect and review existing stormwater management manuals from 
other local jurisdictions throughout the Midwest and east coast, 
and then to develop a list of recommended water quality BMPs that 
are applicable to Lake County's geologic setting, prevailing weather 
patterns and land development activities.    

From this framework, Lake County selected Biohabitats to develop 
the ® rst three water quality best management practices' sections of 
the manual; Swales,Wet, Dry, Grassed Filter Strips and Bioretention  
! e se sections include topics such as a description and applications 
for each BMP, setting and design concepts, sitting and design 
considerations, construction speci® cations along with inspection 
and maintenance protocols.  Concept graphics and easy to use tables 
and charts are included to make the manual user friendly.
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