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College Gardens
Low Impact Stormwater 
Management Approaches
Montgomery County, Maryland

Located in the headwaters of Watts Branch, approximately 50% 
of the College Gardens subwatershed is impervious with land use 
predominantly high and medium density residential, with areas of 
commercial development in the form of o!  ce parks, and a school 
property.  " e City of Rockville Department of Public Works and the 
College Gardens community selected Biohabitats, working with the 
Center for Watershed Protection, to identify and demonstrate the use 
of low impact stormwater management (LISWM) approaches and 
opportunities in the College Gardens subwatershed to improve water 
quality, protect the stream channel and increase public awareness 
among the residents and businesses.   

E# orts included seeking innovative strategies and stormwater 
demonstration projects that can be applied to an existing urban 
neighborhood; placing priorities on techniques that reduced nutrient 
loads to local streams, slowing runo#  rates, and improved water 
quality.  In addition, e# orts also include providing the basis for 
technology transfer of similar approaches to other neighborhoods 
throughout the City where traditional stormwater management pond 
controls are infeasible.

Findings and recommendations from this innovative project will aid 
the City and local community, in assessing, planning, implementing 
and evaluating the e# ectiveness of LISWM approaches in the 
College Gardens subwatershed, in cooperation with the Chesapeake 
2000 Agreement, Water Quality Protection and Restoration, and 
Stewardship and Community Engagement.

Innovative low impact stormwater best 
management practices are serving to reduce 
nutrient loads, slow runo!  rates and improve 
water quality for the community of College 
Gardens.
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