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College Gardens
Low Impact Stormwater
Management Approaches
Montgomery County, Maryland

Located in the headwatersVdtts Branch, appkimately 50%
of the College &dens subwatershisdimpevious with land use
predominantlyhigh and medium density residential, with areas of
commercial developmantthe form of o!cepaks and a school
property.” e City of Rckville Bepartmendf Rublic Worksand the
College @rdenczommunity selectedd®abitats, wding with the
Center foWatershed ®tection, to identify and demonstrdte tise
of low impact stormwater management (LISWM) caapres and
opportunitiesn the College &dens subwatershiedmprovewaer
quality, protecthe stream channel and increase publieress
among the residents and businesses.

E#orts included seeking invaive strategies and stormwater
demonstration projects that can be applied to an existing urban
neighborhood; placing priorities on techniquesdtated nutrient

loads to local streams, slowingo# raes, and immvel water
quality. In adlition, e#orts also include gviding the basis for
technology transfer of similar approaches to other neighborhoods
throughouthe City where traditional stormwater management pond
controls are infeasible.

Findings andecommendations from this ivadve projectvill aid

the City and local community, in assessing, planning, implementing
and ewluating the edtivenessof LISWM appoaches in the
College @rdens subwatershedcooperation with the Chesapeake
2000 Ageement, \&ter Quality Potection and Bstoration, and
Stevardship and Community Engagement.

Innovaive low impact stormwater best
management practices are serving to reduce
nutrient loads, slow rumates and impre

water quality for the community of College
Gamdens.
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