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Based on our Stormwater Management Plan recommendations for
the Bronxdale portion of the Bronx Zoo, Biohabitats developed
recommended concepts for various Hydrologic Improvement Plans

to improve water quality. The first Hydrologic Improvement Plan
selected for design and construction by the Zoo was a demonstration
rain garden at the Zoo’s Bronx River Comfort Station.

The approach to the comfort station project design was to demonstrate
pp proj g
‘green’ sustainable design techniques and responsible waste treatment

approaches. In addition to the composting toilets, the comfort station

also has a greywater garden to treat hand wash water from the sink
drains. Biohabitats was asked to design a companion rain garden to

demonstrate the treatment of stormwater run-off from the comfort
station roof and adjacent paving. The rain garden uses a bioretention

filtering system designed to treat stormwater pollutants in the run-
off and to infiltrate the run-off into the soil. The rain garden is a
demonstration for using all native plants species and providing an

environmental education opportunity in a high profile area.

One additional challenge Biohabitats successfully met was to
collaborate with and integrate our design work with the comfort
station plans designed by the architect and civil engineer to make it a
holistic and integrated project to enhance the guest experience.
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